MEeGALONG PUBLIC SCHOOL

Term 3, Week 10
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Dear Families,

As we approach the end of Term 3, it’s clear that the last few weeks at Megalong Public School have been bustling with activity
and excitement. Our Crazy Hair Day was a particular highlight, with students and staff alike, embracing the fun and creativity
of outrageous hairstyles. The vibrant display of colors and styles certainly brightened up our school environment.

The students loved making their father’s day presents and cards and we were blown away by their thoughtfulness. | hope all
our dads and grandads enjoyed the special celebration.

I’m very proud to announce that the Callistemons were the 2024 overall winners in the Awabakal Environmental Education
Centre Wet and Wild Challenge. We all relished in the challenge of finding the answers to the clues released each week and |
can report with certainty that we all learnt many new things about our local flora and fauna.

Another standout moment was Clancy’s exceptional performance in a play about disaster preparedness. Representing us at
Zig Zag Public School, Clancy showcased her talent and commitment, earning praise from all who attended. We were also
delighted to participate in engaging workshops with the students at Zig Zag, fostering a sense of community and collaboration
between our schools.

Safety Week was another significant event, where students immersed themselves in learning about various aspects of safety,
including road and bike safety. We also will have one of our dads provide a safety talk on behalf of Energy Australia about
safety around the home. These activities provided invaluable lessons, ensuring that our students are well-informed and pre-
pared to navigate their environments safely.

Lastly, our visit to the Feathered Friends Bird Sanctuary was nothing short of magical. The opportunity to interact with and
learn about our diverse bird species left a lasting impression on both students and staff. It was a fantastic experience that en-
riched our understanding of wildlife and the importance of conservation.

As we reflect on these events, we are reminded of the vibrant and engaging learning experiences that make our school com-
munity so special. Here’s to a continued successful Term 4 and many more exciting activities ahead!

Rachael Penny

Principal 'Dat%/w' Watd\/ﬁ‘l’...

27th Sept—Katoomba Library

27th Sept—Last day of Term 3
SLIP SLOP SLAP SEEK SLIDE

= 14th Oct—First day Term 4
M @ @ @ 15th Oct—Film By tickets on sale

7th Nov—Film By the Eucalypts Festival

Protect yourself in five ways from skin cancer

9th Nov—Megalong Bush Gymkanna

sunsmartnsw.com.au 11-22 Nov—Swim School




Around the Playground and in the Classroom

P 2, ‘ .

he 'Her e mum
1S [09kay G
1 cute 899

Tl

NESW Departmant of Education

2024 NSW Premier’s
Reading Challenge

Well Done Callistemons!

All students
completed the challenge and
are still enjoying reading all
their favourites and
discovering new ones at
Katoomba Library!
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KATOOMBA LIBRARY VISITS !J S

Students have really
enjoyed our visits to the
Library this term. They
have ledrned where to
find books they like and
have also enjoyed quiet
reading time.
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This term, students have been busy
working on two films for this years
Film by the Bucalypts Festival.

The short whimsical film Wagic Bells |
mvolved a guick trip down +o Old Ford
J Reserve which was enjoved by all.

T -
M A special shout ont to Mrs white for |

[\ her patience and wonderful acting. i

.
The second film is a shor+ documentary

L]
| about +he silver linings residents found
v when the most recent landslide happened
earlier this year.
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Surprise Visitor

We had a very special surprise visitor v our
school cubby this term. After the strong
winds, students
were lucky enough
+o meet this
WMumma ringtail
possum up close,
taking shelter in
the cubby.

Programs & activities

for families in the ‘
Blue Mountains
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Fact Sheet

REDUCING YOUNG :
CHILDREN'S SCREEN TIME
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As part of our wellbeing and science units we had a wonderful hands
on visit to Feathered Friends Bird Sanctuary. Our hosts were so
knowledgeable and engaging and the birds were amazing. One of the

birds they met was ‘Terry’ an endangered black cockatoo that the

school has sponsored. !

This sponsorship will
help the sanctuary

with their important

work towards helping

save this endangered

species.

FEATHERED FRIENDS









October School Holidays

Workshops and Events

ook ito ore of our wortkshops 1o create, make and construct,
Mone worksRopd dver Che page.

To book wisit the website or your local Library branch,
bluemountainddibrary. sventhrite com.au

Cellaborative Crealions - Spring Flowers!
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Slained Glass with Haomi Ofiver {
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Felded Paper Bracelels with Haomi Qliver
1130 - 12.30pem | Year 3 - Voar 8 | $6

Tusaday 108 Octobes, Katocmba Library

Wadaeiday Ind Db, Sprangwed Hub, Mieting Roeen 2
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School Visit

Zig Zag Public

-

J'oirv.ing in

™ that dims

‘ Students enjoyed a visit to Zig Zag Public School to watch
the play Time To Leave. They followed up the play by
-

students doing a workshop
' to be prepared and

| empowered In dn

emergency situation.

with Zig Zag

to help children




-\ PENRITH LAKES

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTRE
EDUCATION FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE




Excursion to Penrith Lakes Environmental Education Centre

Focus — Geography — Natural Environment

We had a great time on the excursion to the Penrith Lakes Environmental Education Centre.
We investigated Penrith Lakes Scheme as a sustainable contemporary geographical land use
issue at a local scale. We had an introduction and tour of Penrith Lakes; we did some water
testing using geographical tools and completed aquatic invertebrate and bird investigation.

Key inquiry questions explored were:
How does the environment support the lives of people and other living things?
How do different views about the environment influence approaches to sustainability?

How can people use places and environments more sustainably?
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Raise Our Voice in Parliament
1s back for 2024

And our lederal MP is getting involved!

Cwr students have the opportunity to have their 90-

e should answier the guestion:

What do you wanl !ﬂ:lu:r
1'::||:|1|.'||I||:1il:|.I 1o look like in the

nexl len years and what can
the next parliament do 1o
achieve i?

We are excited that our Stage 3 students
participated in this year's Youth Voice in Parliament
week, an initiative by Raise Our Voice Australia.
From October 7-10, students from across the
country have the chance to have their 90-second
speeches read by a federal politician in parliament
in Canberra.

This year's question is:

“What do you want your community to look like
in the next 10 years, and what can the next
parliament do to achieve it?”

This question encourages students to reflect on
their ideas for the future and is an opportunity for
them to raise the issues that matter most to them.




External Validation August 2024

Every four years, all schools within the NSW Department of Education complete the external validation process.
This process requires an evidence bank to be submitted that shows how the school is performing against an excel-
lence framework. The school team participates in a meeting where clarifying questions are asked, and the school is
validated against the NSW School Excellence Framework. This framework consists of 14 elements in the areas of
Leading, Teaching and Learning.

The framework places schools on a scale of Working Towards, Delivering, Sustaining & Growing and Excelling. Our
school recently completed the process and the validation process resulted in some very pleasing progress. Exam-
ples of progress are as follows:

e Learning Culture - Excelling

o  Wellbeing — Excelling

e  Curriculum - Excelling

e Assessment - Sustaining and Growing ;& ﬁ",
e Effective classroom practice - Excelling :
e learning and development - Sustaining and Growing
e Educational Leadership - Sustaining and Growing

e Management practices - Excelling

School Resources — Excelling

Megalong Public School is strongly performing in all other areas and moving from Sustaining and Growing into the
Excelling domain in the other aspects of the framework.

Writing for Wellbeing Workshop Sunsmart sn'.pp et

5/10/124 Megalong Valley Community Hall

Slop on sunscreen

Apply SPF 30 or higher
sunscreen generously
re-apply every two
hours

Apply 20 minutes before
going outside,

Adults use about a
teaspoon for the

face, neck and ears; o
teaspoon for each arm
and leg; and a teaspoon
eoach for the front and
back of the body.

Ml 5th October, 2024 ;
@ 10:00am - 12 noon 3




