
Term 3, Week 5 
23rd Aug, 2024 

Dear Families, 

As we reach the midpoint of a dynamic and engaging term, I am delighted to share some of the exciting activities and 
achievements that have been shaping our students' experiences. So far this term has been filled with opportunities for cultural 
enrichment, creative expression and hands-on learning, reflecting our commitment to providing a well-rounded education. 

We began the term with a meaningful celebration of NAIDOC Week. Our students had the privilege of participating in a cultural 
and historical walk led by Gundungurra man David King. David's expertise and passion for the environment provided our 
students with a profound understanding of local Indigenous culture and the significance of caring for our land. The insights and 
knowledge he shared have left a lasting impact on our school community, and we are grateful for his contribution. 

Following NAIDOC Week, we celebrated Education Week, a time when we open our classrooms to families. It was wonderful to 
see parents engaging with the diverse and creative work our students have been producing. Our art display, in particular, was a 
highlight, showcasing the remarkable talents and creativity of our students. The positive feedback from parents was a testament 
to the hard work and dedication of our students and teachers. 

We also held a productive P&C Meeting where we discussed several exciting developments. We are thrilled to announce that 
we are planning to introduce violin lessons as part of our music program, which we believe will provide our students with a new 
avenue for artistic expression. We are fortunate enough to have been offered the lessons from the talented violinist Asmira 
Woodward-Page. Additionally, our Spring planting project is in the works, aiming to enhance our school environment with 
vibrant and sustainable greenery. We are also gearing up for our end-of-year celebrations, which promise to be a fitting 
conclusion to a fantastic year. 

In the classroom, our Stage 3 students have been deeply engaged in the Voice to Parliament initiative. They have been working 
on speeches about their vision for their community over the next decade. Their thoughtful and passionate writing has provided 
them with an opportunity to reflect on their role in shaping the future and to express their hopes and aspirations for their 
community. 

Our commitment to environmental education has been further supported by the Wet and Wild Challenge, launched by the 
Awabakal Environmental Education Centre. This challenge is encouraging students to explore and engage with local fauna and 
flora in a fun and interactive way. It is inspiring to see their enthusiasm for learning about and contributing to the preservation 
of our natural world. 

Book Week has been a major highlight so far, with students attending a delightful performance of "The Gruffalo" at the Bathurst 
Memorial Entertainment Centre. Following the show, we completed The Gruffalo Spotters Trail at Scenic World, where students 
had the chance to immerse themselves in the story and explore the outdoors. Our fortnightly visits to Katoomba Library have 
also been a source of joy, fostering a love of reading, books and storytelling. 

As we continue through this term, I am excited about the opportunities ahead and proud of the progress our students are 
making. Thank you for your continued support and involvement in our school community. We look forward to the many 
experiences and achievements that the rest of the term will bring. 

Rachael Penny 

Principal 

MEGALONG PUBLIC  SCHOOL 

NEWSLETTER 
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28th Aug — Crazy Hair Day 

30th Aug—Katoomba Library Visit 

2nd Sept—Zig Zag Public School visit 

3rd Sept—Feathered Friends excursion 

12 Sept—Katoomba Library 

16th Sept—Penrith Lakes excursion 

27th Sept—Katoomba Library 

27th Sept—Last day of Term 3 

14th Oct—First day Term 4 

15th Oct—Film By tickets on sale 

7th Nov—Film By the Eucalypts Festival 

9th Nov—Megalong Bush Gymkanna 

Around the Playground and in the Classroom 

Winter Pie-Day 
Fridays 



NAIDOC WEEK 2024 

David King very kindly 
shared his time and 

knowledge during our  
excursion to the Gully in 

Katoomba. Students 
learnt about the history 

of the Gully and the 
importance of keeping our 

fires burning through 
sharing and story telling. 



Education Week 

Open Classroom 
Students enjoyed showing their parents all of their hard work, artwork and achievements 



Science Week 

Science Week was filled with excitement as students delved into experiments related to our Energy 

and Forces unit. The Questacon Foldable Flight webinar offered an interactive experience that 

complemented their learning, making the concepts of flight and aerodynamics come to life. 

We also had a special incursion with the Marine Team by Perform Education, focusing on the 

long-term sustainability of our oceans. This session provided our students with valuable insights 

into marine conservation and the importance of protecting our oceanic environments. 

Static experiment Boat making 

Construction 



During the Foldable Flight webinar, the students 
investigated the engineering and physics of 
flight by constructing their own paper planes. 
They discovered how to design two different 
types of paper planes, darts and gliders, and 
how various design features such as wing size 
shape and angle, can affect stability and drag. 
Students learnt how to experiment with 
different elements of our paper planes to 
change the way they flew. 

Science Week Incursions…. 
Foldable Flight 

The Marine Team 



The Gruffalo  
Live Show, Bathurst 

Students met up with Hampton PS and Cullen Bullen PS for a wonderful 
live show based on the Gruffalo.  The show was so engaging and funny 
and thoroughly enjoyed by all. A quick trip to the park for lunch with 

Hampton PS was a great chance to catch up with friends. 



Awabakal Environmental Education 
Centre 

2024 Wet & Wild Challenge 
Meaglong Public School is participating in the challenge this year and we can’t 

wait each Monday for our clues! 

Our backyards and suburbs are host to many species that thrive close to human settlements. They grow in our 
gardens, find food, make homes and use our buildings for shelter. Our parks and gardens are habitat for a range of 
species. We live alongside them but how much do we really know about them? 

Our clues will take you on a journey to backyards and urban places in Australia. Students will find out about the 
plants and animals that live there with us. 

Wet & Wild is a research challenge for Stage 2 & 3  students, which integrates technology, research and language 
skills in the areas of Geography and Science. Students from around the state compete and are challenged to find the 
names of 16 organisms using mixed up sets of clues over four weeks. 

Each Monday, students download 24 clues related to a wetland theme. The students will have until Friday to sort 
the clues to find and match with four wetland organisms. They may be plants, birds, animals or insects. The 
challenge goes for four weeks. Term 3: Weeks 2, 3, 4 and 5. 

Good Luck Megalong Public School! 

M.P.S. History 
Students have been studying their local history 
this term. As part of this unit they spent an 

afternoon exploring their own school grounds 
with Mrs Patching and found some interesting 

artefacts and shared oral histories. 



Book 

Week 

2024 







The Gruffalo 

Spotters Trail 





As part of Book Week, students built on 
their literacy work around The Gruffalo 
with a visit to Scenic World to visit the 
Gruffalo Spotters Trail. They enjoyed 

following the trail to find each character 
in the story. Getting pictures with the 
characters was a challenge though! 






